
WAC 352-32-235  Use of metal detectors in state parks.  The use 
and operation of metal detectors, as well as the removal of small con-
temporary materials, is permitted within selected state parks as des-
ignated by the director or designee, in accordance with all commission 
direction on land management, and subject to the conditions and limi-
tations specified.

(1) The use of metal detectors is permitted only within specified 
portions of approved state parks as posted for public reference. Metal 
detecting may be allowed in an approved campsite occupied by the reg-
istered metal detector user and in unoccupied campsites within ap-
proved campgrounds.

(2) The use of metal detectors within a state park shall be limi-
ted to daylight hours that the park has posted as "open." No use shall 
be allowed during periods of seasonal or emergency park closure, ex-
cept where otherwise posted.

(3) Any person wishing to use a metal detector shall so indicate 
to park personnel at the park where the use is to occur, by complying 
with the registration process provided for such purpose.

(4) Exceptional uses of metal detectors in state parks may be al-
lowed through the issuance of a special recreation event application, 
available from the agency.

(5) This section does not apply to commission employees while en-
gaged in the performance of their duties.

(6) Persons operating metal detectors in state parks and state 
park areas shall:

(a) Observe all laws and regulations.
(b) Never destroy or disturb park facilities, natural features, 

or historical or archeological resources. No item which is, or appears 
to be of historical or archaeological significance, may be removed 
from the site at which it was found. Any such find shall be immediate-
ly reported to park personnel, and the area in which the find occurred 
shall be closed.

(c) Limit digging implements to ice picks, screwdrivers and 
probes not to exceed two inches in width and sand scoops not to exceed 
six inches in width and eight inches in length, containing perfora-
tions no less than one-half inch in width, to be used only on sand 
surfaces. Any holes dug shall be limited to six inches maximum depth 
and shall be immediately refilled and the surface restored to its ear-
lier condition.

(d) Properly dispose of all found or recovered trash and litter.
(e) Conduct themselves with thoughtfulness, courtesy and consid-

eration for others, and not interfere with other recreational activi-
ties. An operator shall not allow any emitted metal detector sound au-
dible to other park users.

(7) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-32-235, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, and 79A.05.070. WSR 05-01-069, § 352-32-235, 
filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 
RCW, including RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, and 79A.05.070. 
WSR 00-13-070, § 352-32-235, filed 6/16/00, effective 7/17/00. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7). WSR 97-12-042, § 
352-32-235, filed 6/2/97, effective 7/3/97; WSR 92-19-098, § 
352-32-235, filed 9/17/92, effective 10/18/92. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.51.040. WSR 92-15-118, § 352-32-235, filed 7/21/92, effective 
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8/21/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 and 43.51.060. WSR 
90-04-025, § 352-32-235, filed 1/29/90, effective 3/1/90; WSR 
87-08-007 (Order 99), § 352-32-235, filed 3/23/87, effective 9/8/87.]
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